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Introduction

Sodexo have been actively tackling our climate impacts for over a decade following our 
partnership with WWF who have supported us in measuring and reducing our carbon footprint. 
We set a baseline in 2017 that covered not just our scope 1 and 2 direct operations, but all 
scope 3 categories across our value chain. 

Scope 1 emissions relate to those emissions that we make directly, including the fuel we use 
in our vehicles and the heating of our offices. Scope 2 emissions refer to the indirect emissions 
from the generation of purchased electricity, such as powering our offices. Scope 3 refers to all 
other indirect emissions that occur in our value chain, including supply chain, business travel, 
employee commuting, and client site energy and waste. 

In 2021, we exceeded the Sodexo Group science-based target to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 34% by 2025 and set out a comprehensive regional roadmap and transition 
plan to reach net zero by 2040. In 2022, we became one of the first organisations globally to 
have both near and long-term science-based targets validated by the Science Based Targets 
initiative (SBTi), as we prioritise decarbonisation to reach net zero. 

Our near-term target is to reduce scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG emissions by 55% by 2030 and we will 
reach net zero once we have achieved our long-term target of reducing scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG 
emissions by 90% by 2040, with any remaining emission neutralised. Sodexo Group announced 
as part of Capital Market’s Day (November 2022) a commitment to be net zero by 2040; we are 
currently updating our net zero science-based target to FY2040 with SBTi.  

We have seen our carbon footprint increase slightly as our operational levels transition and 
adapt post-pandemic; we have recorded a -36% reduction in FY22 across our scope 1, 2 and 3 
GHG emissions. 

Further information on our science-based targets, roadmap and transition plan can be found 
at: https://uk.sodexo.com/netzero.html  

This carbon reduction plan covers our latest externally verified carbon emission data for 
our 2022 financial reporting period, covering 1st June 2021 to 31st May 2022, and all 
environmental initiatives listed have been deployed within this timeframe. 

The scope 3 data detailed within this plan only covers those subcategories required as part of 
PPN06/21; a full breakdown of all Sodexo Limited GHG emissions data is available here.  

 

https://uk.sodexo.com/files/live/sites/com-uk/files/Positive%20Impact/Planet/sodexouki-net-zero-roadmap.pdf
https://uk.sodexo.com/files/live/sites/com-uk/files/Positive%20Impact/Planet/sodexouki-net-zero-transition-plan.pdf
https://uk.sodexo.com/files/live/sites/com-uk/files/Positive%20Impact/Planet/sodexouki-net-zero-transition-plan.pdf
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/companies-taking-action
https://uk.sodexo.com/netzero.html
https://uk.sodexo.com/files/live/sites/com-uk/files/Positive%20Impact/Planet/Sodexo-UKI-GHG-Emissions.pdf


Commitment to achieving Net Zero

Sodexo is committed to achieving Net Zero emissions by 2040. 

Baseline Emissions Footprint

Baseline emissions are a record of the greenhouse gases that have been produced in the past 
and were produced prior to the introduction of any strategies to reduce emissions. Baseline 
emissions are the reference point against which emissions reduction can be measured. 

Baseline Year: 2017

Additional Details relating to the Baseline Emissions calculations.

Sodexo established a baseline measurement across all scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions in 2017, covering 
the period from 1st September 2016 through to 31st August 2017. 

The primary operations and activities that account for scope 1 and 2 emissions include the use of 
natural gas and fuel for heating and cooking, fuel for company vehicles and electricity consumption. 
The base year emissions cover 100% of emissions of scope 1 & 2 emissions. 

Sodexo have calculated all scope 3 emissions. The following baseline measurement only covers 
the required subset scope 3 emissions, including: upstream and downstream transportation and 
distribution, waste generated in operations, business travel and commuting. 

We know and understand all our scope 3 emissions; however, for the purposes of this Carbon Reduction 
Plan we have only included the Scope 3 subcategories required, which accounts for 11% of our total 
baseline. A full breakdown of Sodexo Limited GHG emission data across scopes 1, 2 and 3 is 
available here.   

The standard used to collect activity data and calculate emissions was the Greenhouse Gas Protocol: 
The Greenhouse Gas Protocol: A Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard.

Baseline year emissions:

EMISSIONS TOTAL (tCO2e)

Scope 1 12,662

Scope 2 2,307

Scope 3 (Included Sources) 77,171

Total Emissions 92,140

Reporting Year: 2022

EMISSIONS TOTAL (tCO2e)

Scope 1 11,750

Scope 2 407

Scope 3 (Included Sources) 60,637

Total Emissions 72,794

Current Emissions Reporting

https://uk.sodexo.com/files/live/sites/com-uk/files/Positive%20Impact/Planet/Sodexo-UKI-GHG-Emissions.pdf


Emissions reduction targets

Sodexo Limited were among one of the first organisations globally to achieve SBTi (Science 
Based Targets initiative) validation on its net zero targets. SBTi validated Sodexo’s near 
and long-term science-based emissions reduction targets in May 2022 as we prioritise 
decarbonisation to reach net zero emissions and reduce our impact on climate change. 

We have adopted the following carbon reduction targets against our 2017 base year: 

• Reduce absolute Scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG emissions by 34% by 2025*
• Reduce absolute Scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG emissions by 55% by 2030*
• Reduce absolute Scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG emissions by 90% by 2040*

*Science-based target validated by SBTi. 
Note: Sodexo Limited are updating their long-term target to FY2040 with the SBTi. 

Sodexo Limited have also committed to achieving carbon neutrality by 2025 across our scope 
1 and 2 direct operations. High quality carbon offsets that are strategically aligned to our 
core business model will be purchased to compensate for any remaining Scope 1 and 2 GHG 
emissions.

We project that carbon emissions will decrease to 64,497 tCO2e by 2025 and 41,463 tCO2e by 
2030. These are reductions of 34% and 55% respectively against all scope 1, 2 and the included 
sources of Scope 3 emissions, as per the PPN requirements.   

Progress against these targets can be seen in the graph below: 
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Carbon Reduction Projects

Completed Carbon Reduction Initiatives

The following environmental management measures and projects have been completed or 
implemented since the 2017 baseline. The carbon emission reduction achieved by these 
schemes equates to 19,346 tCO2e, a 21% reduction against the 2017 baseline. 

https://uk.sodexo.com/news-room/sodexo-achieve-sbti-validation#:~:text=Sodexo%20will%20reach%20net%20zero,it%20has%20on%20the%20planet
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/companies-taking-action#table


The following decarbonisation measures are effective across 
all delivered contracts: 

• Sodexo made new sustainability appointments in July 2021, with Claire Atkins Morris 
appointed to the role of Director of Corporate Responsibility and Simon Mussett to the role of 
Head of Environmental Sustainability for Sodexo UK&I to drive our net zero agenda within the 
UK&I region. 

• SBTi approved Sodexo Limited’s long-term science-based target in May 2022, making us one 
of the first organisations to have a validated net-zero science-based target. Sodexo will reach 
net zero when we have achieved our long-term target to reduce GHG emissions by 90% by 
2040 across scopes 1, 2 and 3 and have neutralised any remaining emissions. SBTi had already 
approved Sodexo’s near-term target in 2021. Setting science-based targets ensures our net 
zero strategy is aligned with climate science and on a pathway for limiting global warming to 
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.

• Invested and developed a Carbon Trajectory Tool to identify measurable steps to achieving 
our climate goals and reach net zero. The tool is designed to support the analysis of our GHG 
emissions, identification of key actions and reduction levers and to support the development of 
a Transition Plan. 

• In March 2021, Sodexo joined the Climate Group’s RE100 initiative and committed to 
switching to 100% renewable electricity globally by 2025 at its directly controlled sites. In the 
UK&I, 92% of electricity was procured from renewable sources in FY22. 

• In March 2021, Sodexo strengthened its commitment to remove single use plastic (SUP) 
packaging items from its operations by removing SUP bags, straws, cutlery, plates and 
stirrers, in addition to polystyrene items. Over 38 million items have now been removed from 
UK operations each year and have now been replaced with sustainable alternatives, such as 
wood, paper and carboard.   

• Sodexo continued to deploy its game changing food waste prevention programme, 
WasteWatch, to reduce food waste by 50% by 2025, five years ahead of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 12.3. In FY22, this technology was deployed to 354 sites, preventing over 
437 tonnes of food waste, equating to over 3230 tonnes of CO2 and 844,600 meals. Tackling 
food waste is key to meeting climate goals as highlighted in our Appetite for Action report.

• In November 2021, Sodexo launched a 100% hybrid and electric vehicle company car policy 
across the UK. All diesel and petrol cars have now been replaced with electric and hybrid 
alternatives. The uptake of electric vehicles in FY22 was over 30% as we look to transition to a 
fully electric company car fleet.  

• Active travel was encouraged and throughout FY22, 231 new bicycles were bought through the 
Cycle to Work scheme. 

• Completed a net zero supply chain survey to understand the climate strategies and 
progress to date of our key suppliers (including SMEs) to inform our wider net zero supply 
chain engagement strategy including targeted support through our supply chain inclusion 
programme.

• Conducted ESOS (Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme) audits across the Sodexo Justice estate 
to identify energy and carbon savings, ahead of compliance requirements. Recommendations 
will be implemented in FY23.   

• Developed a new ‘Planet Pathway’ e-learning module focusing on net zero to support our 
35,000 employees to understand more about the impacts of climate change and how they can 
make an impact at work, at home and in the community.

https://uk.sodexo.com/media/news-room/new-cr-director-appointed
https://uk.sodexo.com/news-room/sodexo-achieve-sbti-validation
https://uk.sodexo.com/files/live/sites/com-uk/files/Positive%20Impact/Planet/sodexouki-net-zero-transition-plan.pdf
https://www.sodexo.com/media/sodexo-joins-re100.html
https://uk.sodexo.com/media/news-room/sodexo-progresses-on-its-plastic.html
https://uk.sodexo.com/media/news-room/sodexo-progresses-on-its-plastic.html
https://uk.sodexo.com/media/news-room/sodexo-marks-international-day-o.html
https://uk.sodexo.com/media/news-room/sodexo-marks-international-day-o.html
https://go.sodexo.com/tr-2021-12-eu-uk-appetiteforchange-report


Next steps to support our net journey include:

• Finalising and deploying our net zero supply chain engagement strategy to collaboratively 
work with our partners to reduce GHG emissions. 

• Launching a Green Salary Sacrifice employee benefit scheme within the UK region to all 
company car drivers and other eligible employees; providing support and incentives to 
enable more of our employees to access electric vehicles. 

• Continuing the electrification of our vehicles by launching a new on-site electric vehicle 
company policy.

• Develop and deploying eco-driving and electric vehicle e-learning training modules to 
support the efficient driving and electrification of our fleet. 

• Conduct a survey to understand how our regional workforce of over 31,000 employees 
commute to work to better calculate the associated emissions. 

• Continuing to deploy WasteWatch power by LeanPath programme across the region to 
tackle food waste and achieve our commitment of a 50% reduction by 2025. 

• Promote plant-based meal options to achieve our target of 33% of our menus to be plant-
based by 2025 and working with the WWF to support awareness and drive consumer 
choices. 

• Continue to source more products locally, seasonally and sustainably as part of our 
responsible sourcing strategy. 

• Calculate the carbon footprint of our menus to empower our chefs and consumers to create, 
support and access more low carbon food choices. 

• Develop and deploy a contract level foodservice footprinting tool to accurately measure, 
monitor and reduce GHG emissions. To support targeted specific initiatives and behavioral 
changes at a local level. 

• In partnership with the WWF, we have committed to eliminating deforestation from our 
supply chain by 2030. Four agricultural products are at the heart of our plan: beef, soy, palm 
oil and paper. Deforestation is a major cause of global warming and loss of biodiversity.



Declaration and Sign Off 

This Carbon Reduction Plan has been completed in accordance with PPN 06/21 and associated 
guidance and reporting standard for Carbon Reduction Plans. 

Emissions have been reported and recorded in accordance with the published reporting 
standard for Carbon Reduction Plans and the GHG Reporting Protocol corporate standard  and 
uses the appropriate Government emission conversion factors for greenhouse gas company 
reporting .

Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions have been reported in accordance with SECR requirements, and 
the required subset of Scope 3 emissions have been reported in accordance with the published 
reporting standard for Carbon Reduction Plans and the Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) 
Standard .

This Carbon Reduction Plan has been reviewed and signed off by the board of directors (or 
equivalent management body).

Signed on behalf of the Supplier:

22nd December 2022

Net Zero
by 2040


