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Damien Verdier elected President  

of the French Services Professions Association  
 
 
Paris, December 10, 2019 - December 9, Damien Verdier was elected President of the French Services 
Professions Association (“GPS”). 
 
Damien Verdier joined Sodexo in 1979 when the company only had 16,000 employees in France. Sodexo is now the 
largest French private employer with 470,000 employees worldwide. Damien Verdier held several senior management 
positions at Sodexo France before joining the Group Executive Committee, where he has been in charge of Strategy, 
Supply Chain, Marketing, Sustainable Development and Innovation on a global level. 
 
Damien Verdier has also spent time on behalf of business service organizations. This included serving as president 
of the French Contract Catering Union from 2001 through 2006 and Vice President of the European Federation of 
Contract Catering Organizations. Damien Verdier further chaired the Services taskforce of the Business Europe 
association for ten years including preparing for the EU Services Directive. Alongside the WWF and other companies, 
he founded and chaired the International Food Waste Coalition, which strives to minimize food waste throughout food 
supply chains. 
 
Damien Verdier takes over from Christian Nibourel, former chairman of Accenture France and Benelux, who has 
completed two 3-year terms as GPS president. Damien Verdier’s term of office will begin in January 2020.  
 
At a time when business services have become the main driver of job creation in France, accounting for more than 
60% of the value added to the French economy, Christian Nibourel has relentlessly strove to raise the profile of 
business services in France’s society and economy at a key time in history with the growing digital era and expansion 
of connected devices.  
 
GPS news: www.gps.asso.fr 
 
 

“Services meet basic human needs and society’s key challenges like the ecological transition, aging population, 
digital transformation, social inclusion and regional development. Our professions and companies underpin 
economic growth and job creation in France. In a time when world competition is ramping up, it is time to take 
action in collaboration with government authorities to boost service businesses.” said Damien Verdier. 

 

 

About Sodexo 

Founded in Marseille in 1966 by Pierre Bellon, Sodexo is the global leader in services that improve Quality of Life, an essential 
factor in individual and organizational performance. Operating in 67 countries, Sodexo serves 100 million consumers each day 
with its unique combination of On-site Services, Benefits & Rewards Services, and Personal and Home Services. With 50 years 
of experience, Sodexo offers its clients a comprehensive range of services including catering, reception, cleaning, technical 
maintenance of equipment and facilities, services and programs to strengthen employee engagement, solutions to streamline and 
optimize personnel relocation and business expenses, as well as home care, daycare, and concierge services. Sodexo’s success 
and performance relies on its independence, its sustainable economic model and its ability to continuously develop and engage 
its 470,000 employees around the world. 

Sodexo is included in the CAC 40, FTSE4Good, and DJSI indices. 
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 Key figures (as of August 31, 2019) 
€22.0 billion consolidated revenue 

470,000 employees 

19th largest employer worldwide 

67 countries 

100 million consumers served daily 

€14.7 billion in market capitalization (as of November 6, 2019) 
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